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Presidents Perch 

President’s Perch for August, 2008       
 “Close to the edge . . .” 
 
I had my hip replaced earlier this month – an overdue repair that should leave me more agile 
and walking normally without a limp. In the meantime, the surgery and recovery are reminding 
me of how much effort I put into my poultry hobby.  Husband Bela is a champ, essentially taking 
over everything on top of his own chores and feeding and caring for me as well. This is really 
too much, and I have also engaged some local teenagers to reduce the daily feeding/water 
routine. And yes, I have promised to cut back.  Again.  
 
Others have mentioned before that all of us should have an ‘emergency plan’ ready should 
something happen to interrupt the normal chicken-tending madness, so that our families can 
acquire assistance before the burden of taking over the chores of one of us crazy chicken 
people becomes too much. It would be a shame to lose a flock and valuable breeding stock 
because a family did not know where to turn for help.  

 
In the meantime, thanks so much to all of you who have wished me well. I fully expect to be 
back in action eventually.  
 
As I look back on this last showing year, I have had a really good set of results. I am especially 
proud of results at the Spring 2008  Delmarva show, where I had four birds on championship 
row. Two of these came from my small but lovely group of Black Orpingtons, the Champion and 
Reserve Champion English. The other two were Polish: Champion continental ( a solid white) 
and reserve continental for a FRIZZLED white hen.  This is only the second time I am aware of 
that a frizzle Polish made championship row, so this was a big thrill.  I know this is not 
everyone’s cup of tea, but I am totally captivated by the frizzle Polish, and am continuing to work 
on developing some really good quality ones. (I am sending Jim a picture of one of my newest 
pullets for this Newsletter.)  
 
I had another source of joy this summer—a major victory with my gold-laced Polish. I had really 
gone to the edge with this group.  I have learned how quickly we can be at risk of losing what we 
think is a stable breeding group.  
 
I had what I considered a fairly stable flock: four males, along with a group of older and younger 
females, all nice type. Two years ago, my oldest rooster died. I thought, no problem, substituted 
one of the younger ones. I gave away another male to an up and coming junior breeder. After a 
while, I realized that the male I was using was not fertile – not a single fertile egg!  I still had a 
spare, so I swapped him out.  But all last year, despite lots of activity and egg laying, not one 
single fertile GL egg!  This was desperation time!   

Sylvia Babus 
12579 Elk Run Church rd, Midland,Va 22728 
Phone:540-788-9411 Email:bsbabus@earthlink.com 



I started out this year hatching with the Idea I was going to work on creating the Gold Appenzeller. I had what I thought would 
be the right birds to do it with. The female I used was a pure white and black Spitzhauben, and the male was a cross of a half 
Tollbunt Polish and Orloff and half Spitzhauben. He had a nice color and crest but was still a little to long in the body. There 
was one thing that really had me concerned about the cross and that was the spitzhaubens are sort of a spangled bird, but the 
male had quite a lot of lacing in him. So I set up a breeding pen with these two birds and got things underway. The hen started 
laying and I started setting eggs. The first hatch came off and there were quite a few colors that popped out. I had dirty Silver, 
Gold, and Black, the dirty Silver I knew I could not use, but as far as the Gold and Black I new I could. In the back of my 
mined I was thinking, well there are three recognized colors of the Spitzhaubens, and so if I separate the Gold and the black I 
can get two colors from one cross. As the chicks got older I was confident that the blacks were looking ok, but the Gold was 
not quite as bright as it should be due to the fact of the Gold and silver cross The Silver acts as a dilution in the gold thus 
giving them the appearance of duel gold. So now I have the task of trying to darken the gold. The Blacks will be put together, 
and with them carrying a gold gene the sheen on the birds should be nice and green. Time will tell on the Golds just what route 
I will have to take on those, but with the correct pairing things should shape up quite well. I will keep everyone informed to the 
progress of this breeding as time goes on. Now I would like to say I am running for the VP. Job again, and everyone that 
knows me knows I will do what ever is needed to keep this club strong. I will also do everything I can for the Polish breed and 
make sure we keep good relations with all of the other clubs in Europe. So please I encourage everyone to vote, we need 
everyone to play there part to make this an even stronger club. On a lighter note I would like to say what a wonderful time we 
had, when Luuk Hans came to visit use back in April. I would like to wise him and his family all the best.  
Thanks Channing  
6780 Hwy 207 Anderson,Al 35610 Phone:256-247-3607 Email: andersonhatchery@aol.com 

Vice President’s Pen 

Fortunately, I was able to borrow a rooster from a PBC friend last Fall, bless his heart. I began 
collecting eggs this spring from both groups of hens, but was disappointed again – for a time. It 
also happened that my GL hens apparently hate this male, because they won’t lay when he is in the 
pen. So I started moving the male from one pen to the other. Sure enough, the females would start 
laying a day or two after he disappeared. I carefully collected all the eggs – and YES! Finally, some 
fertile eggs. I have now hatched eleven cute little chicks, with a few more still in the incubator, and 
can relax a bit.  Remember the Beatles’ song, “I get by with a little help from my friends!??” It’s true!  
And I will be more careful this time to retain proven fertile males sufficient to support a diverse 
breeding group. At least, that is the plan. It may also be that the males I thought were infertile were 
not – but that uncooperative females would not produce eggs.  Anyway, any wisdom from you folks 
out there on your experiences with disappointing males would be welcome. 
 
Happy Summer to all of you! Hope to see you in Frankenmuth. I am determined to make this Meet, 
even if it is a really long trip for me, as Michigan is my home state.  
 
Best,  
Sylvia 

 

Secretary’s Scratching  
I hope this finds everybody up to their ears in show winners. I’ve heard allot of positive results from breeders 
around the country and I am very encouraged that we will start seeing more and more crested beauties on 
championship row. 
  I was able to attend the Lucasville Ohio show and it was a fantastic show with some great birds and some great 
friends. When i arrived at the show i decided to buy a few sale coups and sell some stock for a friend and a few 
of my extra stuff. What a waste of money, I sold the birds before even i took them from the box. This is a great 
place to sell birds. 
   I met some great members throughout the day and it was great to meet the Crazy chicken lady, Sunni Robinett. 
She’s a young lady with allot of drive and the love for chickens. She has a passion that will rub off on you and 
you’ll here more about her latter on in the newsletter. I have given her full moderating abilities on the first Polish 
site so I’m looking forward to her taking it over and making some much needed additions, please give her your 
full support. Remember this is a member driven club. I’m sure we will hear lots more from her in the future. I also 
got to spend allot of time with some junior members. Newt long and myself talked over the judging in the 
bantams. Hey Newt...... Who was right! I don’t want to tell the results of our judging and rub it in but I called it. I 
also got to talk to Jeremy Bittler and this is yet another outstanding young man. I really enjoyed talking to both. 
 



   Some old friends were there to with Kathy Troxell and Chuck and Karyn Riggs. Both brought 
some great stock and they really strengthened the competition. I finally got to talk to Donna 
McCormick but was disappointed when Lee Fairleigh wasn’t able to show. I met lots of others as 
well but you all know I’m terrible with names. One exciting thing was I was able to buy a flock of 
Bantam Crevecouers. I brought home almost 20 from the show. These are now all tucked in and I 
really enjoy this breed. I will show em but they are no where close to where they should be. As 
many of you know, I went on a missions trip in June to Belize Central America. I work in an 
orphanage down there. If you think times are bad here with prices, then go down there and you’ll 
come away with a better appreciation of what you have. Anyways, the home down there is in 
terrible need and my commitments to them are even greater with the need to raise money for them 
so when i arrived home I decided there were not enough hours of the day to accomplish this. 
   I had to move some activities from my life and the birds were taking up alot of it. # hours in the 
mourning and 3 hours at nite to be specific. So I sold 95% of them. I had one guy and take over 
700 Polish alone. I couldn’t believe how fast everything went. To all those reading this and shaking 
there head. The birds are only 35 minutes from me and they are being cared for by Monks at a 
monastery. They also maintain a humungous flock of every color of large Cochins and they are 
outstanding. I am able to get stuff back at will so this was a no loose situation for me. I did keep all 
the bantam Dorkings and all the bantam Crevecoeurs, and a few other Polish but that all. I realized 
that from going from over a 1000 to under 100 that I now have the time to devote my time to this 
home in Belize. Now everyone knows the story. 
     By-Laws and Constitution, I was hoping to have this ready for the elections but i bit off more 
than I can chew. It will take more time but they will be done. I am currently looking at the ABA and 
the SPPA’s set laws for comparison and they will be done within a few more months. 
   Show reports are better but they still need some work. Please don’t make copies of show cards. I 
need a official report made up or the points will not count. If you show bantam, please take the 
time to fill out large fowl. The best thing to do is request a meet through your director or myself and 
lets do it official. You all know what shows your going to. I’m only a email or phone call away. 
   Web sites. The old Polish site has been handed over to Sunni Robinett. I’m sure she will do a 
great job. The club’s site may go into a members hands as well to help free up some time for 
myself. I think one of the officers other than the secretary would be best to do this, what ya all 
think? The hits on both sites have been tremendous. Check em out if you get the time. 
NATIONAL!!!!! 
 I need to know if you are showing or not at the Polish national in October in Frankenmuth 
Michigan. Can all those showing please contact me? We will be having a dinner On Saturday, 
October 11, 2008, I do have a private room available that can accommodate up to 36 guests. Its at the 
Bavarian Inn Restaurant. The club will be paying a deposit to book this room so we need at least 20 people. 
There will alot of awards given out at this meeting so I need a count ASAP. The first 36 people get in!! Call 
me or email me now please. There have been two cash awards posted for the show so far. The club would 
like to sponsor more awards but i can’t order them if you don’t tell me your coming. We still want to shoot 
for 200 birds. i know that with gas prices going up which affect everything that times are tough. But you 
won’t find a better time than at a chickens show. There will be friends to be made and you will be able to 
look up old ones too. 
   If you have extra stock, bring them along. I’m sure we will draw interest as will have at least two birds on 
champion row and the best scenario would be four birds. Remember we will have a club meeting at the 
show. Contact any of the officers if you have questions or concerns. Got some things you would like added 
to the By-laws and constitution? This would be a great time to air those concerns. I will be looking for lots of 
familiar faces in Frankenmuth so please show and please let me know if your coming or not. 
    I’m calling on you members now to start thinking of the 2010 national. I need bids now. You all have your 
favorite shows. If you want your show to host the national, let me know and I’ll contact them ASAP. Please 
vote for the two shows for consideration for 2009. That’s about it for now. Thanks to God for guidance and 
my family for support and to you, the member, without you the club wouldn’t exist. Remember the breed 
you save might be your own, until next time. This eggs been laid. 



Polish Breeders Directors 

Eastern Director: Doug Kamer 
7603 30th Ave Remus,MI 49340 
Phone:989-967-3020 
email: dougkamer@hotmail.com 

Central Director: Diane Spisak 
P.O. box 146 Wellsville,KS 
66092 
Phone: 785-883-4774 

Western Director: Sheila Gordon 
41-429 Butler court Indio,Ca 
92203 
Phone: 760-342-1649  

Treasury report!! 

Balance as of 4/1/08      1085.20 
New members/renew      +110.00 
Printing and mailing        - 157.81 
ending balance              1037.39 

Welcome all new members!!! 
Robinson family- Mt.Vernon, KY 
Tommy French-Lumberton, TX 
Julie Roundtree- Plymouth,Ma 
Miriel Dorsey- Pascoag,RI 
Aubrey Webb- Hahira, GA  
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The last issue had all the members that were nominated for offices 
within the club. I have tried to get a hold of several members that 
were nominated but haven’t had luck and since they didn’t get a hold 
of me, I’m only assuming that you are interested in the job. There is a 
ballot on the back page of the newsletter with all the officers that 
have been nominated. There is also the 2009 nationals to decide as 
well as our pick of Judge for this years national. 



All members receiving this through the snail mail got a envelope with a stamp on it. This 
came at the expense of the club so we really want to see a 80% or higher return on the 
elections. You members receiving this by email need to mail it to me or email your answers. 
The cut off for the elections are September 1st. Make a difference and vote. It is a member 
driven club so you all have a voice. VOTE !! 

Know Your Birds: The Foundation for a Successful Breeding Program by Josh Hoffman 
Often when people decides on a breed that they want to pursue as a hobby and a passion a plethora 
of questions flood their mind that pertain to breeding. They seek the advice of their peers which is 
a great way to start. However, many times a question is asked with the hopes of a definite "yes" or 
"no" answer and instead the best answer they get is "well, it depends." Such responses can frustrate 
anyone after a point, but at the same time these sorts of answers are often the best.  
As the ones asking the questions will learn in time, the reason they receive the "it 
depends" response is simple: no two people breed their birds the same, therefore, no 
two people's birds are exactly the same. One person may breed frizzles intermingled into 
their smooth feather flock, one person may breed bearded to nonbearded.  
Observation is the key. When selecting birds to add to your flock, look for those who play up the 
existing strengths of your flocks, but also strengthens your weaknesses. Find out as much as you 
can about the bird, and the flock it comes from. Let's say you buy a buff lace, but several 
generations after breeding this bird you all of a sudden get a whole flock of gold lace birds from its 
descendants. Had you asked the breeder, and they kept good records, then you would've known 
that the bird you bought was half buff lace and half gold lace, which is where all those gold lace 
birds came from. The more time you spend watching your own fowl, and the offspring of those 
birds, the more you'll understand the tendencies of your flock, which will allow you to improve 
them quicker and easier.  
Tttyl,  
Josh 

Secretary Nominee: Sunni Robinett 
Greetings fellow Polish Breeders Club members, I am one of the nominees for the secretary position 
of our club. For those of you in the club who don’t know me I will tell you a bit about myself. I’ve 
been a big fan of the Polish ever since I first saw one years back and thought “Wow, now that’s an 
interesting chicken.” Since then my interest in the Polish breed has kept growing. I’m quite fond of the 
new colors that are being developed but I am also quite fond and have an appreciation for the colors 
you don’t see so much anymore like the Black Crested Whites. I like to help with keeping these colors 
from disappearing and hopefully I can help to encourage some of you other members to start raising 
and breeding a flock of some of the colors that are starting to disappear too.  
I have a huge passion for chickens and over the years I have came to be called “The Crazy Chicken 
Lady” since I’m so crazy about chickens. I don’t just raise, breed and show my chickens, I like to get 
to know them and observe their personalities. It’s always so fun to walk into the yard and watch them 
gather around me and jump up and roost on my shoulders or eat out of my hands. I have even been 
known to show up to a show with a chicken buckled into the passenger seat instead of it being in a 
cage and other various odd things like that. So yeah, I guess you could say I’m a bit odd but I don’t 
care, I love chickens especially the fascinating Polish breed. It’s been a joy to be in this club and meet 
other people that love the Polish breed too and talk about chickens with them. As your secretary I 
would keep all paperwork and everything very organized and in order since I’m a very organized 
person, so no need to worry about things getting misplaced or such. I have quite a bit of experience 
with computers and keeping records of things using computers, including a few years of college 
classes with emphasis on these types of things. If you choose me to be your next secretary I will give it 
my all and help to keep things running good in this club. Thanks for reading and good luck with all 
your Polish. 
Sunni Robinett 



Luuk Hans vision: INPC notes, from the Australian club 
(International Network of Poland Clubs) 

Preparing for 
showing…. 
Di.Woolfe 

As Rex Woods stated in an article ‘Rare Poultry of Ashe’ in 1976, “the main purpose of showing is.. the 
production of something of beauty and merit, coupled with the sense of achievement and excitement that 
success at shows brings”, which also provides us with the opportunity to compare one’s birds with those 
of other exhibitors, thereby ensuring that one is breeding on the right lines. Another advantage or gain of 
showing is the continual widening of your circle of friends, developing new friendships which transcends 
barriers of age, class, politics or nationality, which in itself is surely worth the time, preparation and effort 
that as exhibitors we make to bring all our birds together at such an event. Before attempting to exhibit, an 
exhibitor owes it to themselves to make a careful study of the qualities of their breed so as to enable 
him/her to note correctly the points of quality and also the defects of their birds. An exhibition fowl must 
be subjected to the most careful examination, and any which showing what are regarded as serious defects 
should be promptly discarded, no matter how good in other respects. 
Chickens are rarely fit for exhibition until at least six months old, or even more. It is advisable to have had 
separated the cockerels and pullets by three to four months of age. Keep the birds on good foods, avoiding 
pellets & other prepared mixes etc that promote the commencement of production for as long as possible, 
bearing in mind that the commencement of laying almost, if not quite, stops the growth, which it is 
desirable to prolong as far as possible. For exhibition purposes young pullets are at their best and 
considered to be in full bloom just prior to point of lay, therefore perfect for the show pen. The condition 
of the bird will count a great deal in the show pen, and first class condition is impossible unless the 
exhibit is in perfect health, which will require constant care and 
attention. This is where conditions such as a good grass run is so advantageous, fowls always look clean 
and nice when so kept, and rarely require much further preparation beyond washing the feet, comb and 
legs. A natural sheen is by far the most desirable and the most beautiful and should be the aim of any 
exhibitor. In addition to the regular 
feed, for added conditioning provide a small amount of sunflower seeds each day for a couple of weeks 
before showing. As a rule, dark colored birds will also respond well to feeding of some raw meat along 
with a little linseed in their mash plus some daily grooming wiping over the bird for only a few minutes, 
with a silk cloth for a 
week before exhibition. This will help to impart luster to the plumage, which it does by increasing the 
secretion of 
their natural oils. A scrubbing and oiling of the legs is always advisable. Remember a fowl’s comb is his 
health certificate. Never show a dirty bird or one that shows any sign of not being 100% healthy. Check 
for damaged plumage, aiming for the beautiful bloom which goes with good health, an ample supply of 
succulent green feed is 
invaluable in this respect. A good exhibitor will spend as much time as possible preparing his show fowl, 
a well 
trained show fowl will show itself off to its best advantage and therefore will have a much better chance 
of winning than an untrained bird. It is always advisable to commence the training process well in advance 
of the show, as in the initial stages the fowl may fret for a day or two and possibly loose a little weight, 
which must be regained. The bird that is perfectly tame and will come forward and meet the judge and 
assume its natural pose has a great advantage over one that is timid or scary. Consequently the natural 
disposition of the bird makes a great difference in how the bird places. Timid or flighty birds should not 
be bred from because temperament is an inherited trait. If you have some that are timid, place them in a 
training coop, preferably where you will pass 
them as much as possible. Let them get a little hungry and coax them to eat from your hand, coaxing them 
to come forward to meet you. Put your hand in the coop and begin to gently stroke them and encourage 
them to pose in ideal form. 



 
   The bird should be handled frequently, in the same routine the judge would be using, remove the bird from 
their cage by holding it, palm of hand under the breast and fingers around the thighs whilst examing it, 
spreading the wings out; examining the head and feet; stroking it under the wattles, touching the chest and 
back and finally placing it back in the exhibition cage for short periods, encouraging it to pose in the proper 
stance, wings tucked up well, head held high and proud ensuring that you provide it with rewards as it poses 
correct, not after all the while, aiming to teach the bird that there is nothing to fear. Fussing with the wattles 
and kneading the crop with the fingers seem to have a soothing effect on the mental condition of the bird. 
The habit of giving a tid-bit at first approach is another good way to give the bird a brighter and expectant 
look. 
Washing: 
Where ever possible avoid washing a bird within a week of a show, as washing can remove a lot of the 
natural oils etc which provide the beautiful sheen in your birds. Dark colored fowls, if kept well and free of 
vermin should not require washing, with the exception of their head, legs and feet. The condition of their 
feathers is much improved if kept in a pen free from dust, deeply littered with clean straw, which will also 
help to bring out the gloss on the feathers. In the case of white fowls, you will more than likely need to give 
them a full bodied wash. Whilst many exhibitors have a variety of way of washing, many agree that it is a 
process which needs to be done thoroughly, and three tubs of water are required to make a first class job of 
it. The first bath should contain water deep enough to reach well up on the fowls body when it is standing, if 
the bird is to receive a thorough cleansing. The water should be as warm as the fowl can stand it without any 
discomfort. Firstly a good solution of Lux should be mixed in the tub and then, with a sponge or cloth, the 
plumage is thoroughly saturated. Then using a piece of bath soap or a good natural pet shampoo, lather the 
body well, get right down to the skin by parting the feathers; leave the head to last. Once you are satisfied 
that the body is sufficiently clean, do the wings by spreading them well, you may use a soft brush on the 
flights, if required, but do not rub against the flight. Wash the tail in the same manner. Legs and feet follow 
and finally the head, be sure that the crest feathers on top of the head are well done. Once you have 
completely finished, lift the bird from the first tub and drain. Plunge it into the first rising tub aiming to 
remove all visible signs of soap. Lift the bird again and drain. Plunge the bird in the second and final rinsing 
tub and lift and drain the bird. The bird should have all excess water removed with towels. A hair dryer can 
be used to hasten the drying process, make sure you do not place the hair dryer too close to the skin of the 
bird to avoid burning. Start along the back of the bird, slowly using your 
fingers to lift the feathers up so as to dry the base of the feathers. Do not attempted to fully dry your bird this 
way, as you will end up with a half frizzled looking fowl that will have many feathers which will simply 
refuse to sit correctly. The comb, wattles, lobes and face are gently washed with a w arm sponge, then 
carefully dried. A small application of oil, such as baby or olive oil will brighten the flesh up, being careful 
not to use too much, wiping any excess away. Allow the bird to complete their drying in full sun or a warm 
room where the bird can preen itself and place its feathers correctly. Finally, after all your hard work, 
nothing could be more disappointing than to arrive at the show with your birds tail/head feathers destroyed 
due 
to incorrect caging. If you are using square or rectangular cages, consider placing cardboard inside in the 
corners to give an oval shape. It is said that oval cages are best for transporting, of a size to give just ample 
room for three fowls side by side. Square corners are apt to catch the tails, causing damage. Try to always 
place birds in cages where the length of their tail is taken into account & there is more than enough room for 
their crest. Always ensure for those with longer sickle tail feathers that you have a cage with just one wire 
front, so that the bird will face this way, thereby protecting the tail feathers from being destroyed by the wire. 
When you arrive at the show, use a cloth with just a very little baby oil (or other preferred options) to wipe 
lightly over the birds feathers, legs, comb and wattles to help pick up any dust that has accumulated during 
the trip. Always straighten the feathers before putting the bird back in the cage. Remember when removing 
the bird from the cage, always bring the bird out head first and return the same way. Wherever possible let 
the bird walk into the cage, this will allow the feathers to stay in place. And finally, be proud of your birds, 
no matter what the results of the day brings, ensure you take the time to enjoy the companionship and 
excitement that a show can bring and remember, for all our more experienced breeders, a kind word, a small 
amount of 
encouragement, advice and support to our new members and exhibitors, young and old will see our breeds 
continue to thrive in good and  enthusiastic hands well into the future. 
Regards 
Di.Woolfe 



GOOD RULES OF THUMB !!! 
1. Show only good healthy stock, in good 
exhibition “condition”, to comply with 
High Ethics. 
2. Book in your entries early & arrive 
early to avoid any complications 
3. Prepare your entries well so that they 
can present at their best. 
4. Transport your birds in clean, suitable 
cages. 
5. Do not attempt to visit the judges whilst 
judging. 
6. Visit the Judge later on to learn more 
about exhibiting as well as your 
competitors. 
7. Support your club – both nationally and 
in the local scene. 
8. Encourage others to participate in this 
fine hobby, especially the youngsters & 
young at heart. 
9. Be a good sport, a good loser & a 
gracious winner, and overall, have fun. 

Meets and Points update: The results 
sent this last 3 months were horrible 
from show secretaries. Two thirds of 
them made no sense so I have to 
contact them personally. In lue of this, 
there will be no meets or points posted 
in this edition of the newsletter. The 
points are the same as last newsletter if 
you wonder where you are. Everything 
will be posted in the October issue. If 
you have concerns over this, please 
contact your officers. I am sorry for the 
inconvenience of this, we mill try to 
improve the meet sheet to make it more 
clear for secretaries. 

One Man’s Dream. The birth of the White Crested Khaki Polish by 
Jim Parker....poultry press released this year. 

What an honor this club had in November 2006 at our National show. It was a show to end all 
shows. We had over 340 Polish alone. The excitement was in the air as the club was about to 
do something it had never done in its short time of existence, qualify a variety. But let me start 
from the beginning. In the late 80’s there was relatively known  pigeon breeder named AL 
Westling that attended a poultry show with a friend. As a respected and reputable breeder of 
pigeons he never quite fancied himself as a breeder or shower of any kind of poultry but as he 
walked down the isle’s of the crowded show hall something touched him deep inside and he was 
smitten with a particular breed of bird, the Polish. He had to have some and after talking to the 
owner and learning as much as he could in this short time frame he was able to obtain some 
and several made the trip back to Kansas with him. After several successful years with the WC 
Blacks and obtaining master breeder status, Mr. Westling decided to make a new color of 
Polish. Mr. Westling loves his genetics and when he would see a color on another bird he would 
envision it on the Polish and his passion would be rekindled as though it was his first time laying 
eyes on this fantastic breed.  With the help of fellow fancier Edgar Petty, Mr. Westling started to 
develop the White Crested Chocolates. These were originally called White crested Dun. Mr. 
Westlng spent years getting the color right on these magnificent beauties and a very interesting 
by-product came from these Chocolates, a light tan bird. Mr. Westling looked at this new color 
that had emerged from his chocolate mating and it took him back to his youth and the color of 
pants he wore while in Europe in the military,  khaki. These light brown birds now had a name, 
White Crested Khaki.  
   In the late 90’s Mr. Westling tried to get his White Crested Chocolates, White Crested Khaki 
and the White Crested Cuckoo into the American Standard of Perfection. It was smooth sailing 
for the Chocolates and the Cuckoo’s. The Duns name was changed to Chocolate. Mr. westling 
didn’t object to that at all since the color did look like a very rich chocolate color.  But the White 
Crested Khaki’s didn’t fair as well. The show officials didn’t like the name, they wanted to name 
them White Crested Fawn. Mr. Westling said “NO” and he dropped the hope of ever getting 
them into the Standard. To him they were more than just a bird, they were a link to his past and 
to his youth. Just the thought of the Khaki pants that he had to wear bared witness to several 
pivotal points in his life. No, he decided, they would be called Khaki or nothing. 
     



    Here  there is a process of getting birds into the Standard. First there is an application and a 
modest  fee of $100. On the application you list what you are trying to get into the standard. With the 
White Crested Khaki we just needed to list the color and not worry about type. As the type was and 
is good as any Polish around. We did need to explain the color. After paying the fee and sending in 
the application, the governing body, which in this case was the American Bantam Association or 
ABA, will put the application into its quarterly mailing for feedback from the members and officers. If 
there are no problems with the proposed application from the members then there is a qualification 
show. At the Qualification show there must be at least 25 birds shown with the Cock,cockeral, hen 
and pullet all being represented. There also must be at least 5 ABA members showing them. The 
judge which is hand picked by the ABA then judges them to the proposed standard and then makes 
his recommendation whether to admit or deny their entry into the Standard of Perfection. The last 
step is when the next meeting of the ABA is held, they take a vote after hearing and reading all that 
is available about the birds. 
    It was a bitter sweet show in the 90’s  for Mr. Westling as his Chocolates and the Cuckoo’s were 
admitted. This would help concrete the birds future and also Mr. Westlings long hard work for future 
generations to behold. But then there were still the Khaki’s.  
      Fast forward to 2002. I got a call from Mr. Westling and he stated he just gotten out of the 
hospital and he would have to down size his flock. I was able to obtain allot of his Khaki breeders 
and I was hooked. Also being able to benefit from Mr. Westling dispersing birds was Kathy Troxell 
from Ohio and Josh Hoffman from Nebraska. Being the secretary of the club, I am constantly called 
and emailed about birds and would get visitors monthly for birds or eggs and members just wanting 
to see my different colors of bantams and large fowl. 
During these visits there is always great interest in the Chocolates and khaki’s. Rarely did anyone 
leave the farm with out taking home some of these beauties. The Khaki’s  began to show up in the 
show halls regularly and breeders were coming out of the wood work.  The allure of these birds were 
great as when bred with chocolates they will produce White Crested Blacks, Chocolate and khakis. 
People even added them to their White Crested Cuckoo’s and were able to produce Chocolate 
cuckoo’s and the ever so striking Khaki Cuckoo’s. The Chocolates were even developed into Self 
Chocolates which in turn produced Self Khaki. The combinations were endless and the excitement 
kept rising. 
    In the summer of 2005 I again talked to Mr. Westling and he was talking about his 84th birthday 
and how he was downsizing again but this time he would be getting out of the birds entirely due to 
health reasons. He talked about the highs and lows of breeding the Polish bantams and spoke of the 
one regret he had which was not getting the Khaki’s into the standard. His desire was for all the 
members of the club to be able to get points and recognition for all the hard work they were pouring 
into one of his creations. I asked if he would be willing to show birds once more if the Polish 
Breeders Club would make a push to get them into the Standard. He was thrilled and stated he 
would breed the best birds he could and would stay in the birds until the Qualifying show. I could 
hear the enthusiasm in his voice and I could at that moment imagine how he felt at that first chicken 
show.  
     I then proceeded to put out an article in the newsletter for anyone interested in showing the 
Khaki’s and helping out with the application fee. We had the money within a week and more than 
enough breeders to make the show. The out pouring of help for this cause was humbling. 
I spent the next four issues of the clubs newsletters promoting the show and promoting the Khaki’s. 
The breeders that committed to showing them all stayed in touch and compared notes continually to 
ensure we were all on track and breeding to the proposed Standard that Mr. Westling graciously 
submitted to the ABA. The Unity of the breeders within the club made me the most proud. How could 
anything like this fail with such a great group of people with the same focus and drive. I believe at 
this moment, we all felt like Mr. Westling with his love for the birds. 
   November 2006. Show time. Mr. Westling packed up and headed out for a 8 hour drive and all the 
birds he owned. This had to be extremely hard knowing this would be his last show and last time 
beating all us young kids. After the show all his breeders would be going to others that were younger 
and better able to take care of them. As for his passion he still possessed, I’m not certain if any of us 
could match his. The birds would all go and Mr. Westling would go home to a barn without any kind 
of feathered friend for the first time in 60 years. He spent the weeks leading up to the show calling 
me repeatedly asking if we would have the 25 birds and 5 breeders needed to ensure the Khaki’s 
could be well represented and thus accepted into the Standard. I  assured him at each call that we 
would have the numbers needed. 



    When Mr. Westling got to the show he was overwhelmed at the Polish at the show as the club 
was represented by over 350 Polish. He walked the isles and had to be humbled at the quality of 
birds shown that he had a hand in creating and perfecting. Nice classes were shown in White 
Laced Red and Black tailed Reds. Silver laced had a great class. He most certainly swelled with 
pride knowing that these creations were in good hands. Then he entered the Khaki Row. Slowly 
and diligently he looked each bird over and was pleased with the quality being represented. He then 
took the count for the Khakis and then recounted. He was pleasantly surprised to find 45 birds by 7 
different members. The judging started and the judge was  impressed by how deep the quality of 
the Khakis’ were and commended the breeders on a fine job. After talking to the judge he said 
there shouldn’t be any problem what so ever to getting them into the standard and he would 
recommend that they be voted in. After talking to several members of the ABA, they told the same 
story as the judge did. The White Crested Khaki’s would be voted in without hesitation. There were 
still a few things to do yet but stumbling blocks looked apparent for all those involved.           
The best part about the judging and probably the most fitting end to a fabulous showing career was 
that Mr.Westling won Best of variety in the Khaki’s and won top honors. Holly wood could not have 
written a better script as we all would like to go out on top. We was overwhelmed at winning but 
stayed humble as he would state to anyone that congratulated him that it wasn’t the best bird but 
thanks anyway. Some of us would have begged to differ. But Mr. Westling’s last show experience 
was far from over. 
    The club booked a room at a local restaurant and had a excellent dinner and fine fellowship with 
friends and at the end we presented Mr.Westling with two items from the club. The first was a glass 
clock that had an inscription that stated; “To Mr.Westling from the Polish Breeders Club. For all 
your dedicated years to the Polish Bantams.” This clock really caught him off guard and he started 
to give a speech but we stopped him. We had one more item. 
   Josh Hoffman was a recipient of Mr. Westlings stock years earlier and was taking more home at 
this show. Josh is an outstanding artist and he presented him with a very large painting of Polish 
bantams in a grassy setting. The Polish colors in the painting were the colors Mr. Westling created 
or helped perfect. Black tailed reds, White tailed Reds, White Laced Reds, White Crested 
Chocolates, Silver laced  and White Crested Khaki’s were painted to perfection and all the 
members just were in awe of this fantastic piece. In all my years knowing Mr. Westling, I have 
never known him to be speechless but the painting and the out pouring of love from the club really 
got to him. I was sitting next to him and it was neat to see my mentor overwhelmed and he tried 
several times to express his gratitude but the emotions from the moment would over take him. 
    When composed and after doing his best to hold back tears, Mr. Westling glanced around and 
took stock of all the members, maybe in his eyes, family. He expressed his gratitude to all and then 
proceeded to say that one bird in the painting needed its beak trimmed! A Champion to the last. 
From what I was told, Mr. Westling talked the entire drive home and he couldn’t believe the 
clock and painting. It was the least we could do for a man that spent most of his adult life 
breeding some kind of feather friend and the last 25 years with Polish bantams. Mr. 
Westling has since gotten a few pigeons and the news we have since received that the 
Khaki’s were voted in has completely fulfilled one man’s dream and helped fulfill his 
passion. Breed clubs are so very important for just this kind of thing, without it, the White 
Crested Khaki’s would have never gotten into the Standard. To see so many people 
actively and so many others supporting this endeavor was awe inspiring.   
   There are other varieties that I am sure we will try and get accepted into the Standard 
and maybe fulfill other members dreams and aspirations of being counted as one of the 
breeds Champions. The Polish Breeders club has been ad will continue to make a 
difference. Remember that the breed you save might be your own, join your breed club of 
choice and make that difference. Maybe one day, they will be honoring you and you 
accomplishments. Until next time, this eggs been laid. God bless. 
 
      Jim Parker 
      secretary/ Polish Breeders Club  



Donna McCormicks Cuckoo’s 

Channing Grisham’s Blue 

Channing’s Golden babies 

Larry Glen’s Frizzled Buff 

Sherry Parker’s Baby Buff 



Jacob Bratcher’s Sultan 

Sylvia Babus’s WC Cuckoo 

Sunni Robinett’s Sultans 

Sylvia’s 
Frizzled 
Tolbunt 

Sylvia’s Frizzled Whites 



Polish Breeders Club 2008 Ballot polls close September 1st. 
                Choose one only from each category________ 

President        Sylvia Babus        __________ 
 
Vice President 
                      Channing Grisham __________ 
                      Josh Hoffman        ___________ 
 
Secretary       
                     Jim Parker             ___________ 
                     Terry Beebe           ___________ 
                     Sunni Robinson     ___________ 
                     Josh Hoffman        ___________ 
Eastern Director 
                    Donna McCormick  ___________ 
Central Director  Jerry DeSmidt  ___________ 
Western Director Sherry Parker ___________ 
 
                        2009 National Choices   (Choose only one) 
                

Northeastern Poultry Congress   
January 17 & 18, 2009  

Mallory Complex  
Eastern States Exposition Fairgrounds  

1305 Memorial Avenue  
                                   West Springfield , Massachusetts  ______________________  

 
or 

Lawrence County Poultry Club hosts of The Davy Croc kett Classic... second 
weekend of November in Tennessee    
                                                                                                       _________________ 
 
 
                                       2008 Polish National Judge (pick one only)     
  
                                 Jim Fegan ________ _ 
                                    Pat Lacey  ____ _____ 
                                     Gary Overton _ ________ 
 
Comments or suggestions under here or on the back. Get those 2010 requests for 
national meets in today.  


